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Curriculum Meeting 

October 23, 2017 

 

In attendance:  E. Margolin, C. Pritzker, H. McMahon, D. Sheinin, J. Menashe, P. Critti, A. Honig, 

B. Kurtz, N. Bogdanov, S. Braverman, M. Morgan, S. Preziosi, F. Tanenbaum 

 

I-Minutes of September meeting were read and accepted. 

II-Curriculum Office Update 

 Supt Conference Day- November 7- will be the third consecutive year of participant- driven Ed    

Camp.  Our district’s model of Ed Camp was written up in ‘Education Week” two years ago. It is a 

model that has been used in the past in which several districts did a combined PD day on a 

Saturday. 

Everyone will have their district provided devices with them with which they will create Google 

docs at the various sessions to be shared across the district. 

Teachers identify what they want to learn in lieu of professional speaker (old model). 

Many staff members are experts in an area and are willing and able to share their expertise with 

others. 

Ed Camp was tweaked from previous two years and is a hybrid model. This year part of the day 

is a pre-plan section for which a brochure of workshops was created. Faculty will choose 

workshops they wish to attend. Many involve science because we are now implementing the 

New Generation Science Standards.  

For that part of the day, teachers are brainstorming to come up with ideas about what they 

would want to learn about and those who were willing to facilitate the workshops. 

The other part of the PD will be the faculty-driven model implemented the past two years. 

 High School Achievement Data. A chart has been created that shows growth across the last 

three years.  

Number of students achieving a score of 3 or better has increased; number of students 

achieving an 85 or more on Regents exams increased; numbers of students earning advanced 

Regents diplomas also increased. 
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There are many variables that probably impacted these increases including PD and the 

monitoring of teachers whose student scores were not as high as those of their colleagues. 

In general the district is always looking at a variety of criteria to determine which teachers might 

need additional support to increase academic achievement in their classes 

 Screenagers- thanks to Curriculum Council for arranging for the showing of the movie. Schools 

are continuing to do follow up activities. Ongoing debate about possibility of showing the movie 

to the high schoolers but it continues to be a scheduling issue. 

III-Update on the Arts- Walter Lastowski. 

 Dana Croft is the new Music Dept secretary. 

 PPT showing 2017 music and arts achievement throughout the district was shown. Some 

outstanding achievements: 

o Louise Edman-Art Teacher of the Year-ASA;  

o High School band performed at Carnegie Hall and has been invited back in March;  

o 7 Students are in the pool for All State Music 2018; 

o AP art scores are above average. 

 I POD pro has been purchased for select art classes 

 Roli blocks were purchased for regular and special ed students to use in art 

 Band space is being renovated in Ogden and Hewlett elementary schools. New instruments are 

being purchased. 

 Currently there is no district-wide inventory system. It is being put into place gradually- and will 

be completed in about two years. 

 Summer art and music programs were sold out. 

 PTAs continue to sponsor events in conjunction with BOCES especially in the elementary schools 

 We are working on college credit instrumental music course with Molloy College 

 “Annie Get Your Gun”- Nov 15, 17, 18 – High School Musical Show 

 “High School Musical Jr”- Middle school Show- tryouts- Nov 20-21 

 E-blasts are being sent out throughout the district about trips, etc. It is requested that the PTA 

presidents check that the email addresses of their parents are correct. 

 iPAD PRO- purchased for the high schools with money raised some years ago at a fundraiser. 

Each iPad costs about $1000. 

 8th grade chorus and chorus lab- going on a trip this year 

 An 8th grader can take band and chorus lab (20 minutes during lunch hour) 

 If an 8th grader takes a double art he/she need not take any art classes in high school. The 

double art also “eats up” elective choices for that student. Mr. Lastowski asked that we 

advocate for students to take art in 9th grade. 

Parent Concerns:  

 Are SWDs having a positive experience in band? 
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 Some students who are in band in middle school are finding conflicts within the “lessons” 

schedule. 

 Can other schedules be created to allow for more flexibility and to give students the opportunity 

to be in some special music programs during the school day instead of having to come to school 

very early in the morning?  

 Mr. Lastowski explained that there is just not enough time in the day to get in all the major 

subjects and electives for everyone. Teachers are working with several grades and several levels 

of expertise within the grades. They are always looking at ways to revise and modify schedules 

to meet everyone’s needs. 

IV-Cursive Writing and Keyboarding: Will be discussed at Nov meting- when we will have 

an ELA update. 

There is a unit in 3rd grade on cursive writing but there is a question as to whether it was 

followed by everyone last year. There is an online tool that students can access.  

 

Next Meeting November 29. 

 


